


Long Beach’s Clean Trucks Program Exceeding 
Clean-Air Goals, Improving Public Health

One year ago the Port of Long 
Beach launched its landmark 
Clean Trucks Program — an 

aggressive, cutting-edge effort to clean 
up the air pollution from the truck 
fleet by 80 percent. One year later, the 
success of the program is indisputable. 

You can already see the results 
on our local freeways: A growing 
number of new, bright-white trucks 
delivering cargo — and far fewer old, 
dirty, pollution-spewing clunkers. 

Through our program, about 5,600 
old, polluting trucks have already been 
replaced and about 2,000 additional new 
trucks will soon be put into service. By 
January, 90 percent of all trucks calling 
at the Port of Long Beach will have 2007 
EPA-compliant engines — which are 
among the cleanest on the market today.

So what does this mean for Long 
Beach? In a matter of weeks, pollution 
generated from the truck fleet will 

be nearly 80 percent less than it 
was in 2008. We’re very proud of 
this remarkable achievement.

When we set out to create the Port of 
Long Beach Clean Trucks Program, our 
mandate from the community was 
clear – clean up the air pollution that 
is fouling our skies and creating public 
health risks in our neighborhoods. 

We took that mission to heart. We set 
aggressive goals and tough standards 
and have been uncompromising in 
our enforcement of the truck ban.

We know we’ve demanded rapid change 
of an industry that has changed little 
in decades. So, inevitably, we’ve drawn 
some criticism over the program. In 
addition, we’ve been opposed by several 
powerful, Los Angeles-based special 
interest groups who want to stop our 
Long Beach program and reshape it to 
serve a political agenda that is unrelated 
to our community’s health and clean air.

The Port of Long Beach has 
a strong and long-standing 
commitment to cleaning 

up the air and protecting the 
environment. In 2005, the Port 
adopted its industry-leading Green 
Port Policy, which formalized an 
aggressive, comprehensive and 
coordinated approach to reduce 
or eliminate the negative impacts 
of seaport operations on the 
environment. The Green Port Policy 
has earned honors from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the state of California.

The Clean Trucks Program is a 
cornerstone of the Green Port Policy 
and the Port’s most ambitious 
clean-air program ever.

The Clean Trucks Program is ahead 
of schedule and will reduce diesel 
truck-related air pollution by nearly 
80 percent by January 1, 2010. At 
the same time it is cleaning up 
the air, this program will enable 
the Port to grow responsibly and 
keep cargo moving efficiently.
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We expect, and welcome, differences 
of opinion on how to administer 
the program. But we refuse to let 
these special interest groups stop 
us from moving ahead quickly 
toward our clean-air goals. 

Keep in mind that at its core, the 
Clean Trucks Program is really very 
simple. We’re keeping dirty trucks 
out of Port shipping facilities and 
only letting the clean ones in. 

We do this by requiring all trucks 
to be registered in an electronic 
database and to maintain electronic 
identification tags that are matched 
to the license plates each time a 
truck enters a shipping facility. 
Dirty trucks are turned away. 

Like all the Port’s environmental 
programs, we will continually 
reevaluate the Clean Trucks Program’s 
success and consider even tougher 
standards when new, cleaner 

technologies become available.

As a fellow Long Beach resident, I 
assure you that we will never back 
down from our clean-air goals. We 
will never compromise the health 
of our community in the way we 
implement our Clean Trucks Program. 

We will stay focused on cleaning the air. 
We have always put the health of our 
residents first, and we will continue to 
do so as the program moves forward.  

More and more, you’ll see the 
results for yourselves on our local 
roads. New, cleaner trucks mean 
cleaner air for Long Beach. 

It’s as simple as that. 

If you would like to know more, go to www.polb.com/cleantrucks If you have questions, email info@polb.com




