“ Sustainability
is a key to our
future. We must
develop and
operate the Port
to meet current
needs without
compromising the
ability of future
generations

to meet their

needs. ,,

Mario Cordero
Harbor Commissioner
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LONG BEACH

New Guidelines Define Environmental Role

here is a new way of thinking at the
TPort of Long Beach, and everyone
stands to benefit. For every port-

area worker, every resident, every sea
lion, gull and fish, this new “green” ethic
promises a cleaner harbor, soil and skies.

The new ethic is part of the Port of
Long Beach’s recently approved Green
Port Policy. This ambitious policy
establishes guidelines for how the City
of Long Beach Harbor Department will
protect the community and environment
from the negative impacts of port
operations. The Port-governing Long
Beach Board of Harbor Commissioners
unanimously adopted the historic, wide-
ranging policy on Jan. 31.

The new Port policy formalizes five
guiding principles:

1) protect the local community and
environment from harmful port impacts;

2) employ the best available technology
to minimize port impacts and explore
advanced technology solutions;

3) promote sustainability in terminal
design, development and operations;

4) distinguish the Port as a leader
in environmental stewardship and
regulatory compliance; and,

A Green Perspective

5) engage and educate the community
about port development and environmental
programs.

“The Port of Long Beach has been a
successful business leader for decades,”
said Harbor Commission President John
R. Calhoun. “For years, we also have had
pioneering environmental programs. This
policy provides a clear framework for a
new way of doing business at the Port.”

Building On Success

“We know that protecting the
environment is a good investment,”
said Harbor Commissioner Mario
Cordero. “Sustainability is a key
to our future. We must develop and
operate the Port to meet current needs
without compromising the ability of
future generations
to meet their
needs.”

The
Green Port
Policy is an
expansion
of more
than a
decade of
environmental
programs. In
2003, the Port
combined many of
these into a comprehensive ongoing
program called the Healthy Harbor Long
Beach initiative, which addresses soil,
sediment, wildlife, air and water quality
1mpacts.

Under the Green Port Policy, the entire
Healthy Harbor initiative, with more than
a dozen programs, will be maintained and
enhanced. The new policy calls for the
development of methods or “metrics” to
measure the Port’s progress on all goals.




One metric that will be used to track air quality
improvements will be “emissions per ton of cargo
handled.”

Air Quality Programs

An example of the Port’s commitment to the best
available technology is the Harbor Commission’s
support for “cold ironing,” which allows vessels to
plug into clean shore-side electrical power rather
than use their dirtier diesel engines at berth. The
Port is planning to spend hundreds of millions
of dollars to build a new electrical grid for cold
ironing. British Petroleum has volunteered to equip
at least two of its oil tankers for cold ironing. For
vessels that come too infrequently to make cold
ironing retrofits feasible, the Port is exploring air
“scrubber” systems on barges to control smokestack
emissions.

The Harbor Department staff will be
negotiating Green Port requirements into new or
amended leases.

Contractors will be required to use cleaner-
burning diesel fuel during construction projects.
Already, the 600 yard tractors used by the Port’s
shipping terminals have been retrofitted to reduce * - m
harmful emissions and to allow the use of cleaner- P e g | """-':""
burning diesel fuel.

Waving the Flag
The Green Port Policy calls for incentives to
promote program participation. The incentives
will include the award of Green Flags to vessels
that reduce emissions through a voluntary speed
reduction program. Shipping terminals that
qualify for a Green Flag will be entitled to
reductions in dockage rates.
Under the new policy, the Port will
develop legislative proposals to meet
the environmental goals. One of the
first legislative efforts was a Harbor
Commission resolution urging Congress
to ratify an international vessel treaty that
would establish a West Coast low-sulfur
control area. The City Council also endorsed
the treaty. The policy provides for periodic
updates from the Harbor Department to the Long
Beach City Council and the Board of Harbor

Commissioners.
“We want everyone to see our very substantial ]
progress,” said Geraldine Knatz, the Port’s o o
managing director of development, who heads the Above: The Port’s environmental programs help maintain a
Green Port efforts. thriving habitat for hundreds of species of fish, birds and plants.

Opposite Page: The BP oil terminal will be modified so tankers
can plug into cleaner shore-side electricity.
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