
 

 

 

 

  

Harbor Commission Hires Chief of Staff 
Marine Corps colonel selected as new liaison to Board 
 

Nov. 2, 2015 

   

The Long Beach Board of Harbor 

Commissioners last week selected U.S. 

Marine Col. Richard Jordan as the new 

Chief of Staff, to assist the Commission in 

making key decisions in governing the 

Port of Long Beach. 

 

Jordan most recently served as Director 

of Enlisted Professional Military Education 

at the Marine Corps University in 

Quantico, Va., overseeing approximately 

280 Marines and civilians at six 

educational academies around the globe. 

Previously, he was the Strategy and Policy 

Division Chief for the Middle East for the 

United States Central Command, from 

June 2011 to June 2014. In that role, he 

interacted on a daily basis with civilian 

leadership from the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense. 

 

He was promoted to colonel in 2011, and has been responsible for as many as 400 Marines. He 

deployed to Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003, 2005 and 2008. From 1993-1999 

he served with a Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron. He joined the Marines in 1990, 

starting at Camp Pendleton in San Diego County, where he studied to become a naval aviator 

and helicopter pilot. 

 

“Col. Jordan was selected after a careful and thorough search to find the ideal candidate,” said 

Lori Ann Guzmán, President of the Board of Harbor Commissioners. “He has the leadership, 

motivation, and the tenacity needed to work with the Commission, the Harbor Department’s 

executive team, the Port’s customers and tenants, and the community.” 



 

 

The Chief of Staff coordinates all administrative and communications functions for the Board, 

serves as a personal adviser on general issues, makes recommendations on public policy issues 

and coordinates trade missions and conferences, among other duties. 

 

Jordan, who was born in Houston, graduated in 1990 from Sam Houston State University in 

Texas with a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice. In 2011, he earned a Master of 

Strategic Studies degree from the Air War College at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama. 

 

Jordan is scheduled to start at the Port on Monday, Dec. 7. 

 

The Port of Long Beach is one of the world’s premier seaports, a gateway for trans-Pacific 

trade and a trailblazer in goods movement and environmental stewardship. With 175 shipping 

lines connecting Long Beach to 217 seaports, the Port handles $180 billion in trade annually, 

supporting hundreds of thousands of Southern California jobs. 

 

Media Contact: Lee Peterson, Port of Long Beach Media Relations Lead, (562) 283-7715, 

(562) 519-2177 (cell), or lee.peterson@polb.com. 
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