Record September Delivers Best Quarter in Port’s History
Cargo continues surge as retailers stock up for holidays
Oct. 12, 2015

With the best September in its 104year history, the Port of Long Beach last
month moved enough cargo volume to
also achieve its busiest quarter, signaling a
return to pre-recession trade levels.
Many of the popular Halloween and
holiday items on U.S. store shelves today
were brought through the harbor in recent
months. Retailers are stocking costumes,
decorations and other goods in order to
meet consumer demand.
Measured by individual containers of freight, cargo volume at the Port of Long Beach climbed
4.1 percent in September compared to the same period last year, to 655,624 twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs) of boxed cargo. The year’s third quarter — July through September —
topped 2 million TEUs in a first for the Port, and improved 14.8 percent over the third quarter
of 2014.
“In recent months, Long Beach has seen a robust return of once-diverted cargo,” said Jon
Slangerup, Port of Long Beach CEO. “We greatly appreciate our shippers’ continued confidence
in the Port of Long Beach.”
Through the first nine months of 2015 the Port has seen a 5.2 percent increase in cargo
volume compared to the same period last year. At this rate, the Port would finish the year with
more than 7 million TEUs for only the third time in its history -- the last time was 2007.
This year's third quarter saw 10.6 percent more imports and 10.5 percent more exports,
compared to the third quarter of 2014.
For September alone, imports dipped 1.9 percent compared to the same month last year, to

332,909 TEUs. Exports grew 6.1 percent to 125,639 TEUs. Empty containers rose 14.6 percent
to 197,076 TEUs. With imports exceeding exports, empty containers are sent overseas to be
refilled with goods.
With an ongoing, multibillion-dollar program to modernize its facilities, the Port of Long Beach
continues to build the Port of the Future by investing in long-term, environmentally sustainable
growth.
For all the latest monthly cargo numbers, click here.
For more details on the cargo numbers, please visit www.polb.com/stats.
Media Contact: Lee Peterson, Port of Long Beach Media Relations Lead, (562) 283-7715
(office), (562) 519-2177 (cell), lee.peterson@polb.com.
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